· In the play Trifles, the reader never hears from Mrs. Wright. We are only told about her and
discover things about her life through other people. Here is a sampling of what the audience is
told:
• “Well, she looked queer” (320) – This is Mr. Hale describing how she looked to him when he
arrived at the Wright home.
• “She . . .just sat there, not even looking at me, so I said, “I want to see John.” And then she –
laughed . . . “The why can’t I see him? I asked her, out of patience.” ‘Cause he’s dead, says she .
. . She just nodded her head, not getting a bit excited, but rockin’ back and forth” (320).
• “. . . you don’t enjoy things when you feel shabby. She used to wear pretty clothes and be lively
when she was Minnie Foster, one of the town girls singing in the choir” (324).
• “. . . I don’t think a place’d be any cheerfuller for John Wright’s being in it” (323).
• “Did you know John Wright, Mrs. Peters? . . . he didn’t drink, and kept his word as well as most,
I guess, and paid his debts. But he was a hard man, Mrs. Peters . . . like a raw wind that gets to
the bone” (328).
• “. . . come to think of it, she was kind of like a bird herself – real sweet and pretty, but kind of
timid and – fluttery. How – she – did – change (328).
• “No, Wright wouldn’t like the bird – a thing that sang. She used to sing. He killed that, too”
(329).
And there are a few other passages and incidents that point to either her guilt or victimhood.
However, those things do not paint a completely clear picture of what went on in the Wright
household. Using the text (through close reading) and your interpretation of it, make a case for
Mrs. Wright being either a domestic abuse victim pushed to do the unthinkable, or a
calculating murderer - a woman who simply wants out of her marriage, commits murder
and feigns a mental breakdown. Avoid mere plot summary.


